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Hearing and support measures for hearing development
in children with autism spectrum disorders and learning difficulties:

A questionnaire survey of teachers and parents

IGUCHI Akiko*, YAMAMOTO Akira**, TERUI Junko®**

(* Department of Teacher Training) ~ (**Department of Information and Support)

(***Center for Promoting Inclusive Education System)

Abstract: The development of the sense of hearing is an important component in children’s development. Observation of
daily behavior is essential for determining the hearing status of children with autism spectrum disorders and learning
difficulties. The participants in our questionnaire survey were teachers and parents of preschool and elementary school
children from a special needs school for intellectually challenged children. We investigated the children’s state of hearing and
the support measures for their hearing development provided by teachers and parents. The results were as follows. (a) Teachers
and parents felt that children may be hard of hearing because of the instability of their responses to sounds and unclear
pronunciation. (b) The children were hypersensitive to certain voice tones and sound patterns. Teachers and parents provided
support such as blocking out sounds, using soundproofing equipment, talking to the children, and checking the sound source.
(c) Teachers used sounds that children liked as opportunities for communication and signals to switch activities.

Keywords: autism spectrum disorder, learning difficulties, hearing, hypersensitive
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